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• The term Hydrospatial was first 
introduced in the UK in early
2000s.

• Canadian Hydrographic 
Conference 2020 - Replace
Marine Geospatial or Marine 
Spatial.

• Never as a replacement for 
Hydrography.

• Original suggested draft definition 
modified version of of 
Hydrography.

HYDROSPATIAL



GRAPHY! 
SPATIAL…
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WHAT HYDROSPATIAL IS NOT !

• IT IS NOT A REPLACEMENT OF THE TERM HYDROGRAPHY 

• IT IS NOT A RE-DEFINITION OF HYDROGRAPHY 

• IT IS NOT IMPOSED TO THE HYDROGRAPHIC COMMUNITY

• IT IS NOT JUST ANOTHER FANCY WORD NOR A SLOGAN

• IT IS NOT A NOUN  



…is an adjective, 
it is “about all the 
Blue of our Blue 
Planet… & its 
contiguous zones 
(Coastal, Flooding areas, Water 
Column, Bottom, Sub Bottom, 

Surface & Atmosphere)”…

… It's synonymous
to the Blue 
Geospatial+
contributing to 
the Sustainable 
Blue Economy…

In simple words Hydrospatial…
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Since February 2020:

• Spring 2020 - Creation of 
the Hydrospatial
Movement Club & 
Community (HMCC)

• Written Publications

• Virtual & in person
presentations all around 
the world since Feb.2020:

HYDROSPATIAL



HYDROSPATIAL
Most recent suggested definition
(December 2022)

The Hydrospatial Movement Club involved a 
terminologist. 

hydrospatial
adjective
Relating to hydrospatial sciences or denoting
data, information and knowledge that is
associated with a particular location and time of
the earth’s waters and their contiguous zones. 

hydrospatial sciences
plural-only noun (plurale tantum)
All sciences dealing with the study of the earth’s
waters and their contiguous zones.
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HYDROSPATIAL MOVEMENT

OBJECTIVES:

1- STIMULATE AWARENESS

2- CATALYZE ALLIANCES

3- INSTIGATE COLLABORATIONS
Source: Google Images “Surf Wave iPhone Wallpaper HD”



TOO BIG OF A 
CHALLENGE…

…but…

TOO BIG TO LET 
GO!!

…WE MUST 
MEASURE… TO 

KNOW & 
UNDERSTAND!!!
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Data, Information & Knowledge
Quality/Uncertainty is Paramount!
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HYDROSPATIAL 



STANDARDS

Findable
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Reusable

X,
Y,

Z 
&

T
HY

DR
O

SP
AT

IA
L

DA
TA

IN
FO

RM
AT

IO
N

&
KN

O
W
LE
DG

E
dhains@h2i.ca



dhains@h2i.ca

…at: www.linkedin.com/groups/12556091/



Thank you!
Merci!
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